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Gandhiji dying on their hands when he had gone on his 21-day
fast, could not possibly be suddenly solicitous about his health.
About a month after his release Gandhiji gave an interview
to Stuart Gelder. correspondent of the News Chronicle, in which he
said that there was no question of starting Civil Disobedience, that 1944
was not 1942, and that though he did no: have the authority to with-
draw the Augast resolution, its operative part sanctioning non-violent
struggle might be deemed to have lapsed. He wrote a letter to
the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, for permission to meet the Working Com-
mittee members in jail or to see the Viceroy to discuss matters. He
made the *' concrete proposal" that he was prepared to advise
the Working Committee to offer " full CD operation in the war effort
if a declaration of immediate Indian independence is made and a
National Government responsible to the Central Assembly is formed,
subject to the proviso that during the pendency of the War, military
operations should continue as at present, but without involving any
financial burden on India." The Viceroy chose, however, to stand on
ceremony and characterised the proposal as "quite unacceptable"
even as a basis for discussion.
Gandrv'r v/as tireless in his efforts for a solution of the deadlock,
and took a grsat step forward when he proposed to meet Mr. Jinnah,
leader of the Muslim Leaguef with the formula named after its propo-
nent, C. Rajagopalachari, in order to settle, the question of the right
of Muslims in certain areas to self-determination. All India was agog
with joyous expectation that at long last our two greatest organisa-
tions would set up a united front against imperialism. To none did it
come as a greater spur and as proof of its prescience than to the
Communist Party which, in defiance of slander and ridicule directed
against it, had agitated since 1942 for national unity as "our shield
and our sword ", " the most potent and powerful and the only weapon
which the people of India have to forge and wield in order to wrest
power from the hands of British imperialists". Congress-League
agreement to set up a Provisional National Government for the
successful defence of the country and 'for freedom, had been their
principal slogan. A study of the history of our national movement
had convinced them that there was in it an unmistakable Muslim
trend, that in certain areas of India lived unmistakable Muslim
nationalities, that the demand for Pakistan, though often crudely
formulated, contained an essential element of justice, namely, the
freedom urge among Muslim nationalities; that the League, in spite of
a certain number of reactionaries in its leadership, had unquestionably
developed an extensive mass basis and had won over a very large
proportion of those Muslims who had participated in the Khilafatand